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-, +Andrew Fisher, who recently Te:
.- as* publisher and* president“of the two

' period” as-a -consultant, said that in the

- Du Pont on the, papers™policies; = Sy
<';clean job-on Du Pont,” Mr.
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GANNETT TAKES OVER
WILHINGTON PAPERS

New Publisher Promises Courage
of Ex-Owner, Du Pont Company,
- With-Which Staff Quarreled .

. - By JAMES F. CLARITY . . -
. = ¢~ Spectal to The New Yk Tinee Ty
WILMINGTON,.Del;, Feb, 4—The Gan
nett Company, which .already owned
mors newspapers than any other publish.
ing group-in the country; took formal
" control this weekend of the only two
newspapers in- Delaware: with. statewide
* circulation, T T I LT -
- Thisweek, the E. 1, du Pont de Nemours
» & Compeny sold Gannett The Wilmington
Morning News and The Evening Journal
< for $60 million, . . L -
While the price was far from the high-
est ever paid for an American newspaper,
the purchase gave Gannett the only
" papers.in Delaware .that are circulated
. statewide.The papers have no serious
_competition for local newspaper advertis-
Ing and there is no commercial television
stationhere, ~. T~ ¢ '
The purchase also gave Gannett a total
of 75 papers, the largest humber owned
by- a' single chain’ in the country.  The
combined dailg circulation of the papers
is about 140,000 and the total circulation
- of its Saturday and Sunday editions is
. about 200,000, . o
. ..Donnelly Named Publisher » : -ix%
- Yesterday, Gannett appointed Brian J. |
_ Donneily, 44 years old, the former pub-
lisher of Gannett's two newspapers in
Binghamton, N.Y., as publisher of the
News-Journal Company here, Mr. Donnel-
.1y and other Gannett officials said in in-
- terviews here that the- papers would
-cover- objectively: and-impartially ‘the Du
. Pont -Company and- family, which save
isive econoniic”and political power
the gtate, . . 0 NGl 00T
Several years-ago, editors and reporters
. of the two papers sometimes quarreled
with the Du Pont corporate management
- over alleged interference in editorial deci-
sions and policies.: . “n.boi b S0 g
4 “Those were old: days,” sald onw Gam-
: nett official, Mr, Donnelly added, “We
__will -cover Du-Pont -in- Wilmington the
.~ same way we ¢ver LB.M: in Binghamton
or- Eastmari Kodak " in* Rochester,” - the
.. chain’y homeé-’base in-New York State,
¥ where” {t""operates The* Democrat’“and
-Chronicle and The Times-Union. N

tesigind
. papery’ buit;will rémain for an indefinite.
_© +8 months he-has"been.in Chargé here,
"~ there was “no-instance of pressure’” front

:on last year, to.continue to rise. .. -

direct control of the papers last year

-an a deposit of $200,000 for the right
. rpectus and an additional $200,000 to in-

 far, and that’s- good,” -said one man in-

" One .Gannett official, answering ques-

~ papers i 29 stateg plus one on Guam.

i glant - of - thie business, .now “has.. eight
.3 millions is surpassed only by Knight-Rid-’
. der; 3.5
" and tha Chicag

L. " *We have’ been doing ‘a’ faif, square’
Fischer said::
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. Assurance on Staff Size . 7~

Allen H., Neuharth, president of Gan«
nett, said after the officials visited: each
Gepartment of the papers yesterday that
he had assured: the: company’s 600 em-
nloyes that there were no plans to change
‘he size of the editorial, production or
Yusiness staffs.,He. said he expected.the
napers’ profits, which, werae about $2-mil-

Gannett's decision to buy the Wilming-
:on papers: wes made two.weeks ago,
the culmination.of a somewhat unusual
srocedure for the sale of newspapers In
this country. . .. - Ak
. The Du Poait Company, which acquired

when- it got Federal approval to merge
with one of its subsidiary holding compa-
aies, Christiana. Securities, set rare rules
for prospective -buyers. Du Pont insisted

to examine the, newspaper company pro-

spect the physical plant. EIRAN .
Several possible’buyers, including The
New York Timeész Company,’ which had
seen tentatively interested in the Wil
mington-offer, did not submit the depos-
‘ts. Gannett’s bid of $60 million- was.the
highest received by -Du Pont, more than-
the undisclosed ~amount offered -by the
second highest bidder, the Hearst Corpo-
ration, and the $55 million reportedly of«
fered by the third highest, The Washing-
ton Post Company. " - . : ~
Some reporters and’ editors on the two
papers had hoped Du Pont would sell to
The Washington Post. But after the Gan-
nett executives' spoke-:to employees at
the downtown offices of the papers, thers
was no-noticeable unrest or gloom left
in their wake. LoTET SR
" “They haven't sald anything bad so

Lad
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the newsroon.” * - ..o Pr e
.5 No Pink'Slips Monday® -

tions .from. employees, said there would
be “no pink slips. Monday unless they
wers already in. the works" before the
Gannett takeover, Mr. Neuyharth said he
was pleased with the “profitability”. of
the papers, adding, .“We don’t have an

tans for reducing or.adding to the K|

orce, - These people -here know what)
they're doing.” . e o e O N
- -.acquisition. gave. Gannett. nemws:.
The purchase of another, on' St. Thomas,]
zhda_ United Stateg Virgin Islands, s qispﬁj;a
" rniéxt chaing to Gannett in numbers
of ‘papers owied’ are’ Knight-Ridder,,
which-owng 32 papers, and the Newhouse:
:.Cdmpan;}, whicli-has 29; Hearst, once the

' papers; In tefms:of circulation, Gannett’s:

Newhouse,~ 3.3 ~million;
‘Tribune Company,”3.11

et

- milllon;-
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